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Suit 


Is Dismissed 

ti-H-nt : 

By Philip A. McCombs • 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Black nationalist Hassan 
Jeru-Ahmed’s libel and con- 
spiracy suit: against the Anti- 
Defamation League of B’nai 
B’rith has been dismissed by 
U.S. District Judge John H. 
Pratt. 

Haissan had sought $24 mil- 
lion from the JDL, which he 
clamied falsely accused him 
of being anti-Semitic and of 
training a guerrilla army. 

Pratt ruled that the ADL 
made its statement “after care- 
ful and diligent research” and 
That the statements “are in 
fact true.” 

The ADD had cited litera- 
ture circulated by Hassan in 
1967 naming, among: other 
things, an international Jew- 
ish: conspiracy” to exploit 
American blacks. The ADL 
said Hassan’s organization dis- 
tributed the, literature as re- 
cently as last Tail.- -It- also -con- 
tended that he was raising a 
guerrilla band and that he 
keeps company with, known 
white anti-Semites. 

. : Hassan acknowledged circu- 
lating the literature in 1967 
but denied all other charges. 

Pratt’s Opinion, issued last 
week, said,. The statements ah 
leged in' (Hassan’s) complaint 
to be, defamatory, are in fact 
true, as is evident from (Has- - 
san’s) own utterances . . .” 

Pratt also wrote, that the 
ADL’s allegedly defamatory 
statements were not made 
with knowledge, of falsity or 
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With reckless disregard of 
truth or falsity (but were 
made) after careful and dili- 
gent research, and pursuant to 
(ADL’s) legal and moral duty, 
prescribed by (the ' ADL) 
charter.” ' 

Hassan’s suit, filed July 6, 
was part of his legal battle to 
maintain more' than $500,000 in 
federal funds to support his in- 
ner-city heroin treatment pro- 
gram. .■ ■ 

. He charged that Hie ADL by 
its accusations of anti-Semi- 
; iism, pressured the Depart- 
ment. of Health, Education and 
Welfare, to spSpend grants to 
his Blackman’s Development 
Center . — the controversial in- 
ner-city .education and drug 
treatment project, — pending 
federal audit. 

. Two weeks earlier, Hassan 
filed ' a , $10-million libel nnd 
.slander suit against Rep, Rob- 
ert Ni Giaimo (D-Conn.) after 
the congressman called Has- 
san an “anti-Semitic manipula- 
tor” in an address' here to the 
New Haven Jewish Community 
Council. That suit has not yet 
been decided. - 
HEW, v accusing Hassan of 
sloppy bookkeeping, has sus- 
pended a $197,000 job training 
grant to the Blackman’s Devel- 
opment Center and is auditing 
its books. ■ , , 

He has since said he is put- 
ber that he would , resign as 
head of the center and leave 
this month on a four- to six- 
month tour of countries in Af- 
rica and the Near East to plan 
an assistance program for se- 
lected nations. ,, •,* 

He has since said he isput- 
ting off the trip until the HEW 
.audit is completed. Hassan. re- 
mains field general of the 
Blackman’s Volunteer Army 


of Liberation, whose 200 or so 
women staff the center and oc- 
cupy its buildings. 

He explained that he had to 
resign from the center to en- 
gage in politics because of the 
center’s tax-exempt, nonprofit 
and technically nonpartisan 
statuus. 

Pratt’s decision was made 
without oral hearings after 
B’nai B’rith filed a written 
brief asking for a final judg- 
ment -and Hassan failed to file 
opposing papers as required 
by law. 



